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Introduction 
Since early 2024, mpox in Africa has grown from localized outbreak to global public health emergency. 
Pandemic Action Network (PAN) has reviewed mpox news coverage, along with action on the ground and our 
previous analyses of needed actions, policies, and investments since that time. All together, this tracking and 
analysis (see compendium below) shows how the outbreak still persists with only limited funding provided to 
stem the crisis. In an era in which political will to tackle epidemics and pandemics is often lacking, we need to 
redouble our efforts for increased action from national, regional, and global leaders. 

 

Situation Summary 
The mpox outbreak in Africa has become a major public health crisis since the virus’ resurgence in the DRC. The 
clade Ib variant — the main driver of this outbreak — has shown higher transmissibility and severity than other 
strains, putting more people at risk. On August 13, 2024, Africa CDC took the historic step to declare mpox a 
PHECS — the first-ever continental designation, and designed to focus attention and funding on the outbreak. 
The following day, the WHO declared mpox a PHEIC, its highest level of alert.  

In response to the rapid escalation, Africa CDC and WHO, came together to lead a continental response and 
contain the outbreak. Their partnership advanced the development of the six-month Mpox Continental 
Preparedness and Response Plan launched in September 2024, which built a strategic roadmap to guide a 
coordinated response and called for nearly US$600 million to combat the outbreak and vaccinate 10 million 
people in six months. Financial support and vaccine pledges from partner countries and international 
organizations were mobilized, with commitments reaching US$1.3 billion and nearly 5.4 million vaccine doses. 
While these efforts have been critical to scale up the response, in many ways, despite emergency declarations, 
action, and political commitment was still too little too late. More than six months after mpox was declared a 
PHEIC and PHECS, the outbreak still meets all the emergency criteria.  

To date: 
●​ Cases continue to rise — since January 2024, over 20,000 confirmed cases have been reported. 
●​ Less than 20% of pledged vaccines have arrived in Africa.  
●​ DRC, Burundi, and Uganda — highly affected countries — continue to struggle with limited financing for 

their response efforts.  
●​ There are still no WHO approved therapeutics nor true point-of-care diagnostics, while new variants 

are emerging, including the potentially more virulent clade 1a APOBEC3. 
●​ Information deserts exist in which some populations are not receiving information about the outbreak. 

 
Shifting Geopolitics 
Conflicts in the DRC are growing and exacerbating instability, making it more difficult to effectively respond. 
Recent U.S. government funding freezes have further strained the already fragmented and under-resourced 
effort. As more donor countries announce new cuts to official development assistance, including the U.K., 
whose deep cuts have been pulled forward to start in the 2025/26 financial year, global resources for the mpox 
response will become even more strained. Collectively, these challenges highlight the ongoing and growing 
obstacles to an effective and coordinated mpox response in Africa. Mpox is not over, and as Dr. Jean Kaseya, 
Director General of the Africa CDC has cautioned, without urgent attention and action, we are playing with fire.  
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox
https://africacdc.org/download/mpox-continental-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-africa/#:~:text=This%20preparedness%20and%20response%20plan,7)%20vaccination%2C%20(8)
https://africacdc.org/download/mpox-continental-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-africa/#:~:text=This%20preparedness%20and%20response%20plan,7)%20vaccination%2C%20(8)
https://x.com/AfricaCDC/status/1852955437005459678
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/mpox-vaccine-tracker-millions-pledged-millions-still-be-delivered
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report--49.pdf?sfvrsn=21369ead_3&download=true
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africa-cdcs-emergency-consultative-group-recommends-continuation-of-mpox-as-a-public-health-emergency-of-continental-security/
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2025/03/the-chancellors-spring-statement-adds-to-the-expected-pain-of-the-uk-aid-cuts/


 

Mpox Outbreak Timeline 
 

HISTORY 

1958: The first outbreak of mpox was reported in Denmark in a group of monkeys kept for research. No human 
infection was reported in individuals who were in close contact with infected monkeys. 

1970: The first known human case occurred in a 9-month old boy in the DRC.  

1997: DRC recognised mpox as a public health threat, due to an upsurge of cases, and designated mpox as an 
epidemic-prone disease requiring immediate and mandatory notification. 

2003: The U.S. reported the first mpox outbreak outside of Africa which was linked to imported wild animals. 

2022: The WHO declared mpox a PHEIC for the first time, due to a rapid spread in both endemic and non-endemic 
countries. The PHEIC was declared over in May 2023 after a sustained decline in global cases. 

CURRENT OUTBREAK 

Feb. - April 2024: Upsurge of cases in the DRC and the declaration of an mpox epidemic by the DRC Ministry of 
Health  

May - July 2024: South Africa was the first country outside the DRC to declare an mpox outbreak, followed by 
reports of cases in additional countries, including Burundi, Central African Republic (CAR), and Cameroon. 

Aug. 2024: Africa CDC declared mpox a PHECS and the WHO declared a PHEIC.  

Sept. 2024: Africa CDC and WHO launched the mpox Continental Preparedness and Response Plan for Africa. 

Sept. 2024: The WHO’s Interim Medical Countermeasures Network (iMCM-net) established an Access and Allocation 
Mechanism (AAM) to coordinate the distribution of mpox vaccines, diagnostics, and treatments. 

Sept. 2024: WHO announced the MVA-BN vaccine as the first vaccine against mpox to be added to its 
prequalification list. 

Oct. 2024: First vaccination campaigns started in Rwanda and the DRC. 

Nov. 2024: The second meeting of the WHO International Health Regulations Emergency Committee determined that 
mpox still constituted a PHEIC. 

Nov. 2024: The Africa CDC launched its mpox dashboard, which provides an overview of programmatic response 
and resources to drive the response. 

Nov. 2024: 100 days since the mpox outbreak was declared a PHECS and PHEIC and no true PoC tests and 
therapeutics had been approved. 

Dec. 2024: 755% increase in confirmed mpox cases compared to all of 2023. 

Jan. 2025, mpox ranked as the third leading cause of disease-related deaths in Africa in 2024, following measles and 
cholera. 

Jan. 2025: Worsening humanitarian crisis in the eastern DRC and the city of Goma, disrupts mpox response. 

Feb. 2025: The third meeting of the WHO International Health Regulations Emergency Committee determined that 
mpox continues to be a PHEIC. Likewise, Africa CDC determined that mpox continues to be a PHECS. 

April 2025: Africa CDC and WHO update their joint Continental Response Plan as mpox outbreaks persist. 
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)00137-0/fulltext
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-08-2024-who-director-general-declares-mpox-outbreak-a-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-republic-declares-mpox-epidemic-2024-04-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-republic-declares-mpox-epidemic-2024-04-24/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/mpox-outbreak-in-south-africa/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/mpox-situation-in-africa/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/mpox-situation-in-africa/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africa-cdc-declares-mpox-a-public-health-emergency-of-continental-security-mobilizing-resources-across-the-continent/
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-08-2024-who-director-general-declares-mpox-outbreak-a-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern
https://africacdc.org/download/mpox-continental-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-africa/#:~:text=This%20preparedness%20and%20response%20plan,7)%20vaccination%2C%20(8)
https://www.who.int/initiatives/i-mcm-net
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-09-2024-who-prequalifies-the-first-vaccine-against-mpox
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnoQQOS-ci0
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-11-2024-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-upsurge-of-mpox-2024
https://dashboards.africacdc.org/
https://ippsecretariat.org/news/mpox-day-100/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvHgn-TgKns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_kPt5e_mhY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrMMP93HvT0
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-02-2025-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005-emmergency-committee-regarding-the-upsurge-of-mpox-2024-temporary-recommendations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIQmSbrrm1E
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2025-africa-cdc-and-who-update-mpox-strategy-as-outbreaks-persist


 

Priority Recommendations 
 
To build long-term resilience against the current and future outbreaks, PAN urges renewed and decisive action 
from national, regional, and global leaders, prioritizing the following recommendations, to contain the mpox 
outbreak and safeguard global health security. 

 
All avenues must be explored to advance long-term, sustainable funding mechanisms to strengthen Africa’s 
ability to respond swiftly to public health threats. Africa CDC’s recent stand-up of the Africa Epidemic Fund, 
holds promise to grow into a vital mechanism for financial preparedness to support rapid response to public 
health threats. This new fund must be supported by international and domestic governments, and Africa CDC 
must assure distribution of funds to areas of greatest need for the mpox response. Leaders must also explore 
other innovative ways to mobilise domestic and regional financing to bridge new and future funding gaps from 
aid cuts in the U.S. and other countries. 

 
Interventions that can help curb the spread of mpox at the community level need to be prioritised and funded. 
This includes enhancing community-based surveillance efforts, increased access to diagnostics; water, 
sanitation, and hygiene interventions; scaled up efforts to raise public awareness about the disease and working 
with communities to understand their needs and prevent the spread of infection. 

 
More timely and better aggregated information is needed on funding needs, vaccine needs and the flow of 
finances and countermeasures being delivered. Africa CDC and WHO should regularly highlight funding gaps, 
and all stakeholders contributing to the response should publicly share how their mpox funding is being used.  

 
The lack of therapeutics and point-of-care diagnostics for mpox underscores the continued need to prioritise 
and fund research and development (R&D) for a broad range of countermeasures to detect, treat, and prevent 
emerging infectious diseases. Too often, there are limited countermeasure candidates in the pipeline to 
accelerate a rapid response. Coordination to streamline Emergency Use Authorization/Emergency Use 
Licensing/Pre Qualification will be vital, as well as increased regulatory harmonisation across African countries. 
Affected communities need to be part of the full process to build relationships, trust, and mutual understanding 
ahead of any rollout. 
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https://africacdc.org/news-item/newly-launched-african-epidemic-fund-to-strengthen-health-security/


 

Pandemic Action Playbook February 2024 – March 
2025 Mpox Coverage Compendium 
 
Pandemic Action Playbook newsletter summary coverage analysis detailing the evolving mpox emergency with 
expert insights from across our partner network over the past year. 

 

Feb. 1 Issue 
Unchecked mpox. Democratic Republic of Congo is troubled by an unchecked and deadly clade one mpox 
epidemic. In 2023, cases and deaths jumped as high as 3x 2022 figures — unfortunately children account for 
65% of cases and 75% of deaths. 💥 Quick post.  

March 28 Issue 
Mpox spreads. The Democratic Republic of the Congo reported nearly 4,000 cases and 270 deaths due to 
mpox this year. The outbreak is exacerbated by the circulating Clade I strain’s high mortality rate, unexpected 
transmission, and diagnostic difficulties. WHO affirmed its intent to accelerate vaccine delivery but faces 
critical hurdles — including a global mpox vaccine shortage. The neighboring Republic of Congo reported 
mpox cases in several regions.   

April 4 Issue​
Mpox: Failing the preparedness test. Ebola virus co-discoverer Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe Tamfum 
joins colleagues in calling for immediate actions to address mpox inequities, calling failure to act a reflection 
of our global pandemic preparedness. No money has been spent to support mpox in endemic countries and 
“almost no mpox vaccines and few therapeutics have reached Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo, or 
other West African countries at the epicenter of the epidemic.” This comes as the DRC continues to suffer 
from an escalating outbreak with more than 4,500 suspected cases and nearly 300 deaths. 💥 Quick post. 
 

 
April 18 Issue 
Mutated mpox alarm. Researchers are raising the alarm after a mutated mpox strain was discovered in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo showed signs of “pandemic potential.” The researchers confirmed 100+ clade 
1b virus cases and called for immediate intervention to prevent a repeat of the 2022 global epidemic.  
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https://www.pandemicactionnetwork.org/our-newsletter/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/monkeypox-mpox-outbreak-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/monkeypox-mpox-outbreak-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://twitter.com/TelGlobalHealth/status/1752348934427623591
https://hq_worldhealthorganizationdepartmentofcommunications.cmail20.com/t/d-e-eeiko-tyykjiuydr-m/
https://hq_worldhealthorganizationdepartmentofcommunications.cmail20.com/t/d-e-eeiko-tyykjiuydr-m/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2024/03/27/1239276957/mpox-outbreak-democratic-republic-of-congo-deadlier-strain
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/who-says-it-is-trying-to-expedite-mpox-vaccination-in-drc-but-faces-multiple-hurdles/?feed_id=110&_unique_id=66005bfd7d5dc
https://apnews.com/article/congo-mpox-epidemic-outbreak-disease-7c72b0efda36703155689377263d5899
https://apnews.com/article/congo-mpox-epidemic-outbreak-disease-7c72b0efda36703155689377263d5899
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/mpox-is-the-world-failing-the-next-pandemic-preparedness-litmus-test/
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing---3-april-2024
https://twitter.com/PandemicAction/status/1775516683693592741
http://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.04.12.24305195v1.full.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/mpox-outbreak-kamituga-democratic-republic-of-congo-africa/


 

May 2 Issue 
Mpox spread. The Republic of the Congo declared an 
mpox epidemic after confirming 19 cases. Health 
Minister Gilbert Mokoki urged the public to avoid 
contact with animals and game meat. The neighboring 
Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to have 
the highest reported mpox case counts, according to 
WHO’s latest situation report.  
 
 

 

June 20 Issue 
Tracking South Africa’s mpox deaths. South Africa confirmed seven severe mpox cases, two which were 
fatal. The affected people had not traveled to countries currently experiencing outbreaks, suggesting local 
transmissions. Meanwhile, a new Clade 1b variant is causing concern for its rapid rise in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. African health officials and scientists are transparently sharing the genomic and 
epidemiological data despite a lack of vaccines, treatments, and global attention. Dr. Tulio de Oliveira called 
out the value of sharing data and inequity of the systems, “Why do we do that when the world treats us 
unfairly? We believe that the only way to save lives and control epidemics is to be transparent with data to 
highlight public and public health awareness… This is very different to H5N1 in the USA, where hiding data has 
been normal.”    

 
June 27 Issue 
Mpox outbreaks. South Africa’s confirmed mpox cases have doubled to 16 with 3 deaths since last writing — 
all while experts speculate that the epidemic is likely to be dozens of times bigger than reported. Although the 
country received its first Tecovirimat batch to treat severe cases, mpox vaccines are still not available in 
South Africa despite efforts underway to release some stock from global north countries. Dr. Tulio de Oliveira 
noted that the outbreak is “likely to get worse before get[ting] better.” In the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
spurred by a surge in cases and WHO urging, health authorities approved two mpox vaccines to respond to 
the new Clade I strain which continues its deadly spread along the eastern border. So far in 2024, over 7,800 
cases and nearly 400 deaths — almost half of these among children under 15 — have been documented.  
 

July 3 Issue 
Countering mpox misinformation. The Centre for Epidemic Response and Innovation’s Dr. Tulio de Oliveira 
and Erasmus Medical Center’s Dr. Marion Koopmans raised fact-checking flags on recent mpox severity 
claims. The researchers’ separate studies do not appear to support claims that the mpox clade 1b is 
“undoubtedly the most dangerous strain of mpox yet” and caution against misinformation, panic, and 
discrimination. 
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https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-republic-declares-mpox-epidemic-2024-04-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-republic-declares-mpox-epidemic-2024-04-24/
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report-32--30-april-2024
https://africacdc.org/news-item/mpox-outbreak-in-south-africa/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-024-03130-3
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1802374460172816638
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1802374460172816638
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1802374460172816638
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1802374490631905745
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1802374490631905745
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/another-kzn-man-dies-of-mpox-gauteng-detects-two-more-cases-20240625
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1805717028654735495
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1804043535953322460
https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20240626-who-urges-swift-response-as-drc-hit-by-mutated-mpox-strain
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-authorities-approve-mpox-vaccines-try-contain-outbreak-2024-06-26/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2vv0pgggqzo
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2024-DON522
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2024-DON522
https://x.com/MarionKoopmans/status/1806558548295307627
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/new-strain-of-mpox-causing-miscarriages-spreading-rapidly/
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1806465215292133626
https://x.com/Tuliodna/status/1806465215292133626


 
 

July 25 Issue August 29 Special Mpox Issue / Mpox Alarm 
“No signs of slowing” mpox. The Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) reported an exponential rise in mpox cases as 
“suspected cases hit 11,166, including 450 deaths, for a fatality 
rate of four percent.” While the DRC government reports 
taking measures — including medical care, monitoring of 
contacts, and community-based surveillance — vaccines still 
remain unavailable. Meanwhile, a new Africa-led research 
consortium, MpoxReC, is urgently seeking funding to support 
“African researchers who have been studying the virus for 
decades” and should be leading the way. 
 

     

August 29 Special Mpox Issue / Mpox Alarm 
This week’s special issue of 
Pandemic Action Playbook is 
focused on the escalating mpox 
outbreak. It’s a snapshot of what 
we know about the evolving crisis 
and ways we can take collective 
action — but the situation is 
evolving quickly. Global solidarity 
and action are needed. Below, we dig into progress to date and actions needed to deliver on vaccine access, 
sustainable financing, testing and treatment R&D, and other priorities. 
 
💥 TAKE ACTION: Join us to call for an equitable mpox response.  

●​ Sign on to our advocacy letter TODAY! G20 Health Ministers and Sherpas are gathering this weekend at 
the G20 Health Working Group (Sept. 1-3), to ensure that the international community responds swiftly 
to save lives and end the mpox emergency. Join our call for countries to step up with resources, 
including vaccines, to address the mpox outbreak. We’ll be sending the letter to contacts today while 
continuing to collect supporters. 

●​ Connect to coordinate. Register for the Mpox Civil Society Coordination Group, a common space for 
coordinated action. The group — convened by Resilience Action Network Africa (RANA), Amref Africa, 
WACI Health, and PAN — will unite African and global civil society to advocate for a rapid, equitable 
response to the mpox emergency and resilient health systems. Stay tuned for the next coordination 
meeting.  
 

WHERE DO WE STAND TODAY?  
WHO reports that in July, mpox was documented in 35 countries across six regions, 22 of which reported an 
increase in monthly cases. Of those, 7 countries (Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda, 
Uganda, Kenya, Thailand, and Sweden) have reported cases of the concerning clade 1b, and as of July 2024, 13 
countries in the WHO-AFRO region have recorded mpox cases. 💥 Stay up to date with WHO’s weekly 
mpox data dashboard and periodic Situation Reports, the most recent published on Aug. 12. 
 
CATCH UP QUICK.  
Mpox is an infectious disease that can cause a swath of symptoms including a painful characteristic rash. The 
disease is caused by the monkeypox virus, comprising two distinct clades: clade 1 (with subclades 1a and 1b) 
and clade 2 (with subclades 2a and 2b, which was behind the 2022 outbreak that continues to this day). 
Mpox spreads from person to person mainly through close contact with someone who has mpox. 💥 Learn 
more. 
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https://medicalxpress.com/news/2024-07-huge-mpox-cases-dr-congo.html#google_vignette
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2024-07-huge-mpox-cases-dr-congo.html#google_vignette
https://www.npr.org/sections/goats-and-soda/2024/07/17/nx-s1-5036441/mpox-vaccines-south-africa-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.npr.org/sections/goats-and-soda/2024/07/17/nx-s1-5036441/mpox-vaccines-south-africa-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.nature.com/articles/d44148-024-00221-8#:~:text=A%20new%20research%20network%20set,caused%20by%20the%20monkeypox%20virus.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d44148-024-00221-8#:~:text=A%20new%20research%20network%20set,caused%20by%20the%20monkeypox%20virus.
https://airtable.com/appySoIaWT8cmJSoy/pagy71CUcpLheN0qg/form
https://airtable.com/appySoIaWT8cmJSoy/pagIBjBmiV1LhOeMB/form
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#34_Tables
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#34_Tables
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6JDscciI6E&list=PLGtY9rYxuNeGWdk7cBkN3Bvt2KZTcc1Rs
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report-35--12-august-2024
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox#:~:text=It%20is%20an%20enveloped%20double,with%20subclades%20IIa%20and%20IIb
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox#:~:text=It%20is%20an%20enveloped%20double,with%20subclades%20IIa%20and%20IIb
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/mpox#:~:text=It%20is%20an%20enveloped%20double,with%20subclades%20IIa%20and%20IIb


 

The 1a and 1b subclades affecting the DRC and increasingly in Burundi are rapidly evolving and increasing in 
transmissibility, challenging outbreak response and scientists’ understanding of the disease. WHO reports 
that the 1b sub-clade has resulted in more reported cases in the first half of the year than in all of 2023. The 
affected groups are also changing as the outbreak continues. Unlike previous mpox outbreaks, children and 
those who are pregnant are notably affected and especially vulnerable, a worrying sign as there are now 
reports of household spread.  
 
Africa CDC Director General Dr. Jean Kaseya held a press conference on Aug. 13 to declare Africa’s first-ever 
Public Health Emergency of Continental Concern (PHECS). He also laid out the agency’s plan: weekly press 
briefings, country-specific data, a joint action plan for Africa, a commitment to secure at least 10 million 
vaccines for Africa, and a request from Dr. Kaseya for financial support to the tune of US$4 billion. His key 
message: “We need your support. We need your expertise. We need your solidarity.”  
 
The next day (Aug. 14), WHO’s Dr. Tedros, in coordination with the International Health Regulations (IHR) 
Emergency Committee, designated the outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC), 
the highest level of alarm under the IHRs and the second mpox PHEIC to be declared in the past two years. 
Earlier this week (Aug. 26), WHO launched a global Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan to stop mpox 
outbreaks through coordinated global, regional, and national efforts. The plan covers a six-month period of 
September 2024 - February 2025, envisioning a US$135 million funding need. 
 
Over the past month, Africa CDC and WHO leadership has communicated at every step that the situation is 
complex and evolving quickly. At yesterday’s Aug. 28 special briefing on the mpox epidemic during the WHO 
Regional Committee for Africa Meeting, Dr. Kaseya shared, “We don’t have one outbreak, but multiple 
outbreaks in one, if you consider the number of clades.” WHO’s Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove and Dr. Fiona Braka 
reiterated that the situation is “dynamic” and “things are changing” quickly. That means the response needs to 
move with urgency and be targeted. 💥 Snapshots of where things are at on vaccines, financing, and more 
below. And, as things evolve, stay tuned. 

 

8 
 

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/new-mpox-strain-is-changing-fast-african-scientists-are-working-blindly-respond-2024-08-27/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/new-mpox-strain-is-changing-fast-african-scientists-are-working-blindly-respond-2024-08-27/
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing---7-august-2024
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdjwz77mmgmo
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2024-DON528
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2024-DON528
https://twitter.com/PandemicAction/status/1823368380164042843
https://twitter.com/PandemicAction/status/1823368380164042843
https://africacdc.org/mpox/mpox-news/
https://africacdc.org/mpox/mpox-news/
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IT’S TIME WE WAKE UP & TAKE ACTION. 
 
Time for leadership and solidarity. Failure to take urgent action and contain the outbreak has led to the global 
health emergency we see today. Bloomberg’s Ashleigh Furlong and colleagues note the world “sleepwalked” 
into an avoidable disaster as war and humanitarian crises diverted global attention and Congo’s ongoing 
conflict and humanitarian disaster dangerously accelerated the spread. South African Stellenbosch University 
Centre for Epidemic Response and Innovation’s Dr. Tulio de Oliveira shared, “I don’t think the world has 
learned that it didn’t make sense to stop the WHO emergency last year. If we had learned, we would have 
focused on stopping the outbreak.” Vanessa Kerry called out the lack of leadership while urging action, “It’s 
time to stop with the empty promises and slow progress.” 
 
Snapshot — steps toward unlocking vaccine access. Dr. Kaseya has said that Africa needs at least 10 million 
vaccine doses to properly respond to the outbreak. The Guardian editorial board argued what we collectively 
know from the recent COVID experience: it’s in everyone’s best interest to get vaccines and assistance where 
it’s needed the most. Unfortunately, mpox vaccine access is being hampered by all-too-familiar lack of 
solidarity, regulatory red tape, limited supplies, high cost, stockpiling, and a donation-reliant system. At 
yesterday’s special briefing, Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove put it bluntly, “Vaccination needs to be used in a targeted 
way. We do not have enough vaccines to be used for everyone, we have to focus on the at-risk groups.” As 
leaders scramble to respond, what is clear is that we cannot afford to have a repeat of the HICs’ procurement 
pipeline monopolization — seen with COVID. Africa CDC and others must not be shunted to the back of the 
line, only to depend on slot swaps — a practice we should not have needed to resort to during COVID. 
Speedy delivery from factory to patient with bureaucratic barriers removed will be crucial to success. In case 
a refresher on the still-true principles is needed, 💥 Africa CDC, AVAT, and COVAX’s published COVID dose 
donation quality controls in 2021. There are some welcome signs that progress is being made to improve 
mpox vaccine access:  

●​ The first 10,000 vaccines are arriving in Africa — although to Nigeria and not the DRC which has borne 
the brunt of the current outbreak with 96% of cases and 97% of related deaths this year.  

●​ WHO greenlit Gavi and UNICEF initiating vaccine purchase conversations ahead of the emergency use 
listing decision, which may take as long as three weeks.  

●​ So far, many countries that are sitting on vaccine supplies have not yet been willing to give doses from 
their stockpiles in the numbers required to countries that urgently need them. Notable exceptions 
include Spain, which pledged 500,000 doses and is urging all EU countries to similarly donate 20% of 
their stockpiles. Other donations include EU HERA 215,000; France 100,000; Germany 100,000; and 
the U.S. 50,000 (though they get some props for early delivery.) From the private sector, Emergent 
BioSolutions is donating 50,000 vaccines, and Bavarian Nordic announced a 15,000 dose donation. In 
addition, there have been reports of a large donation of vaccines from Japan (POLITICO reported 3 
million doses, and DW via AFP reports 3.5 million doses, while others have reported that DRC 
requested 2 million doses from Japan). In an Aug. 15 press conference, Minister Takemi confirmed Japan 
was working in collaboration with the DRC government, WHO, and other partners to supply the 
country with vaccines and injection needles — we are seeking clarity on the exact numbers.  

●​ The longer we wait, needs will increase as mpox spreads and it will be harder to contain: we must also 
ensure countries have the technology and know-how to manufacture mpox vaccines themselves. On 
that front, Africa CDC and Bavarian Nordic are reportedly in tech transfer talks to bring vaccine 
production to the continent.  

 
Snapshot — time to mobilize rapid + sustainable financing. Aside from the vaccine donations, WHO estimates 
US$135 million is needed over the next six months to respond to the outbreak. To allow for an immediate 
scale up, WHO has released US$ 1.45 million from the WHO Contingency Fund for Emergencies.  The African 
Union announced it would allocate US$10.4 million on Aug. 2, and the U.S. is designating US$55+ million 
(US$35 million of that being in addition to previous commitments). These commitments, while steps in the 
right direction, are far from the Aug. 13 Africa CDC briefing estimate of the US$4 billion needed to address the 
outbreak.  
 
Boost test and treatment R&D. There is an urgent need to accelerate the development and accessibility of 
both tests and treatments. Mpox testing is mostly lab-based, and rapid point-of-care diagnostics and quick 
clade-differentiating tests are not available. The bad news extends beyond testing, as there are currently no 
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proven effective antiretroviral treatments for mpox, and care is limited to symptomatic treatment. A 
preliminary U.S. National Institutes of Health study disappointingly found that the antiviral tecovirimat did not 
shorten mpox clade 1 symptom duration compared to placebos. However, participants had lower mortality 
rates compared to non-participants, likely due to the increased level of care — researchers are working to 
translate the care model for outpatient care protocol and resource-limited settings. 
 
Communications and community engagement are a top priority! While vaccines and other medical 
countermeasures continue to be scarce, communication is the most vital tool to stop the unchecked spread. 
Recent Africa Infodemic Response Alliance tracking found an increase in social media mpox mis- and 
dis-information. Dr. Ebere Okereke emphasizes in her Chatham House commentary that community 
engagement remains as critical as surveillance, capacity-building, and more. In response, in yesterday’s (Aug. 
28) special mpox briefing, WHO-AFRO’s Dr. Matshidiso Moeti reiterated to regional health leaders the need 
to push back on disinformation and noted that WHO-AFRO is restarting the infodemic response work started 
during COVID to counteract mis-information and dis-information. Dr. Van Kerkhove reminded us, “Lots of 
attention is on vaccines and of course vaccines are important, but they are not the only control measure that 
we have. The global outbreak in 2022-2023 was brought under control by communities, by engaged 
communities who were informed.” 
 
RINGING THE ALARM. 
There have been several calls to action, opinions, and commentaries issued in the wake of global attention. 
Some of what we’ve been reading: 

●​ The Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response, PAN, RANA, and others issued an 
Aug. 8 statement calling for urgent action and investment to protect people and stop more spread.   

●​ IPPS followed WHO and Africa CDC’s declarations with a statement indicating that the “100 Days 
Mission Clock starts now.” 

●​ The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board called for equity within our “collective response to mpox.” 
●​ Former Nigeria CDC Director General Ifedayo Morayo Adetifa and McGill University’s Madhukar Pai 

called for global solidarity, equity, and support.  
●​ Dr. Ebere Okereke’s Chatham House commentary stresses that communications and community 

engagement are critical while detailing that the mpox response will demonstrate if we’ve learned 
lessons from the COVID pandemic.  

●​ PAN’s Aggrey Aluso shared with the Guardian the need to mobilize, support, and engage community 
health workers to support the mpox response. “Our best bet, particularly in resource-constrained 
contexts like most African states, is to work with the community. The community are key allies in 
promoting global health security and must be recognised and supported.” 

●​ Georgetown University’s Lawrence Gostin, Sam Halabi, and Alexandra Finch say we are not ready for 
another pandemic, despite our recent experience with COVID-19 and the 2022 mpox outbreak.  

●​ Center for Health Security Senior Scholars Drs. Caitlin Rivers, Crystal Watson, and Alexandra Phelan 
said that failing to act in the face of emergency declarations would “undermine the utility of 
international law and reveal commitments as empty promises.” 

●​ Pandemic Fund Board Co-Chairs, Rwandan Health Minister Dr. Sabin Nsanzimana and Indonesia’s 
Former Finance Minister M. Chatib Basri issued a statement on the mpox outbreak. 

●​ Human Rights Watch’s A. Kayum Ahmed urged the global community to ensure human rights principles 
are applied to the mpox response.  

●​ Médecins Sans Frontières called for a comprehensive and coordinated response to lift equitable 
vaccine access barriers.  

●​ Francesco Branda and academic colleagues wrote that “global health is not a luxury, but a fundamental 
right and a prerequisite for global stability and prosperity” in The Lancet.  
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Sept. 5 Issue 
Mpox urgency? Since the escalating mpox outbreak prompted Africa’s first-ever Public Health Emergency of 
Continental Concern (PHECS) declaration and the WHO to declare a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern (PHEIC), many have pointed to the failure to act sooner and the ongoing pandemic agreement 
negotiations. 💥 Pointing at the mpox crisis, Dr. Magda Robalo has called for an equity-driven pandemic 
agreement. 
 
Speeding up the mpox response. There has been some global progress made since our special mpox-focused 
Playbook was published on Aug. 29. HERA provided close to 100,000 vaccines to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) — the outbreak epicenter — today (Sept. 5), with a second anticipated on Sept. 7. Africa CDC 
and WHO released the Mpox Continental Response Plan for Africa covering the next six months (September 
2024 - February 2025). In addition, WHO asked test manufacturers to submit their expressions of interest for 
Emergency Use Listing to accelerate access to mpox 
diagnostic tests. Africa CDC published an mpox 
surveillance reporting protocol to standardize data 
collection, analysis, cross-border coordination, and 
more. Following reports of tech transfer talks, South 
African vaccine manufacturers Biovac Institute and 
Aspen Pharmacare respectively announced they are 
ready to produce vaccines. Separately, The Lancet’s Ann 
Danaiya Usher outlined how Gavi’s new Day Zero 
Financing Facility is being put to the test to provide surge 
financing for the response. 💥 Read the growing calls for 
action, solidarity, and equity: 

●​ Lawrence Gostin, Dr. Ashish Jha, and Alexandra 
Finch outlined priorities for an equitable response 
in the New England Journal of Medicine.  

●​ The Financial Times Editorial Board urged HICs to 
act for equity and in their best interest by 
responding to the outbreak. 

●​ Gordon Brown laid out ways international support 
could accelerate the response, including fully funding WHO as a long-term global health investment.  

●​ The Right Honorable Helen Clark and The Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response 
(Independent Panel) members urged leaders to apply recent hard-learned health emergency lessons in 
the current mpox response.  

●​ 💥 Register for the Mpox Civil Society Coordination Group, a common space for coordinated action.  
    

 
Sept. 12 Issue 
Mpox — go beyond business as usual. While many 
aspects of the current mpox outbreak are still 
unknown, we know that progress comes from 
working together. We echo Krutika Kuppalli and 
colleagues’ recent call for solidarity and Nature’s 
editorial pushing for urgent action to not repeat the 
same mistakes from the COVID pandemic. 💥 Read 
and share our call to G20 leaders signed by 70+ 
organizations.  
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●​ Unchecked spread. The clade 1b variant and at least one other strain have been identified in Kinshasa 
on the Democratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC) western edge, far from the outbreak epicenter in the east. 
The detection is increasing domestic and regional containment concerns due to the city’s high density 
and international flight connections. In addition, officials continue to be concerned about the growing 
and dispersed mpox spread in Burundi. Elsewhere, India confirmed that its first identified mpox case is 
a clade 2 strain, not the clade causing the current health emergency. 

●​ Bumps ahead. From medical countermeasures access to financing, major obstacles to an efficient and 
effective response lie ahead. Only three vaccines are approved for use — Bavarian Nordic’s JYNNEOS, 
KM Biologics’ LC16, and Emergent BioSolutions’ ACAM2000 — and the promising Moderna vaccine is 
potentially years away from use. Unicef, Africa CDC, Gavi, and WHO issued an emergency tender to 
procure vaccines in early September, but the delays could hinder the effort to limit spread. On the 
positive side, fractional dosing studies showed no decrease in efficacy and safety and may be a way to 
do more with less. Bavarian Nordic also shared that it potentially has manufacturing capacity to make 
50 millions more doses than originally forecasted, depending on demand and regulation. Still, the 
access pipeline faces many other unknowns to solve, including determining vaccination group priorities 
and vaccine efficacy.  

●​ Show them the money. The financing gap remains steep. The Africa CDC and WHO Mpox Continental 
Preparedness and Response Plan for Africa calls for a budget of US$599,153,498 for six months — 
excluding the cost of vaccines. Africa CDC welcomed the Pandemic Fund’s decision to establish a 
dedicated mpox funding window, calling it “a game-changer.” To go beyond business as usual, 
however, steps must be taken to accelerate Africa CDC’s vaccine procurement capacity and the 
continent’s manufacturing capacity. 

●​ Steps forward. In alignment with the Africa CDC and WHO response plan, WHO published an updated 
mpox strategic preparedness and response plan that includes Member State recommendations and 
progress being made at the regional levels with partners. WHO also convened researchers and experts 
to align outbreak response priorities and strategies. More mpox vaccines have arrived in the DRC since 
last week’s first 100,000 dose delivery. HERA’s second 100,000 dose donation arrived over the 
weekend, the U.S.-donated 50,000 JYNNEOS doses that landed Tuesday, followed by nearly 15,500 
Bavarian Nordic doses. Canada announced yesterday it will donate up to 200,000 doses. Vaccination 
campaigns targeting the most affected provinces will kick off in early October once awareness raising 
campaigns begin to address vaccine distrust and misinformation. 💥 Check Think Global Health’s 
vaccine tracker for weekly updates.  
 

 
Sept. 19 Issue 
Mpox progress. 

●​ Situation report. WHO’s mpox dashboard (as of Sept. 17) counts 6,201 confirmed cases in Africa in 
2024, including 5,399 confirmed cases in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 564 
confirmed cases in Burundi — the two most affected countries. Suspected cases are much higher, 
approximately 25,757 for Africa. Africa CDC is also reporting cases, and while there are slight 
differences in the numbers, what is clear is that they are growing. Africa CDC’s Dr. Jean Kaseya reported 
that over 100 new deaths and 3,000 new cases were recorded within a week’s time, and testing rates 
continue to be limited at about 50%. Children largely bear the brunt of the outbreak with 60% of all 
cases reported in children under 15 and 80% of mpox deaths. Morocco confirmed its first mpox case on 
Sept. 12, and Pakistan confirmed another bringing its total to 7; clade 2 is circulating in both countries.       

●​ Boosting access. WHO prequalified Bavarian Nordic’s JYNNEOS vaccine on Sept. 13 in an encouraging 
step to accelerate vaccine access by fast-tracking approvals. The KM Biologics’ LC16, and Emergent 
BioSolutions’ ACAM2000 remain under WHO review. Wednesday, Gavi and Bavarian Nordic 
announced an advance purchase agreement for 500,000 JYNNEOS doses to be delivered in 2024. The 
purchase was made possible under Gavi’s First Response Fund, a day zero financing mechanism 
created because of the COVID pandemic to help LICs obtain vaccines immediately during public health 
emergencies. WHO and partners launched the Access and Allocation Mechanism (AAM) for mpox 
medical countermeasures. The AAM — part of the interim Medical Countermeasures Network 
(i-MCM-Net) — will work toward increasing equitable and effective access to vaccines, treatments, and 
tests. While these measures are critical, they do little to address the issue of HIC vaccine stockpiling. 
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Reuters reports that HICs have stockpiles of several hundred million doses (which continue to grow), 
and many are calling for a greater portion of these doses to  be rerouted to the mpox emergency in 
Africa. "Vaccines are useless on shelves. Why wouldn't we get them to the people who need them right 
now?" WHO’s Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove asked. Aside from international barriers to vaccine access, 
regionally shared disinformation and misinformation continues to be a threat to vaccine acceptance. 

●​ Down to business. Calls for solidarity surround the push for US$600+ million forecasted by Africa CDC 
to respond to the emergency. Dr. Kaseya expressed optimism that the funding goal would be reached 
and urged Western countries to rebuild the trust that has been broken from COVID-19. "We don't want 
to come back again tomorrow to say, you again abandoned Africa.” The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria announced on Sept. 18 that at the DRC’s request, it would put US$9.5 million 
toward the country’s emergency response. Unicef also launched a US$58.8 million appeal to support 
children. On the research side, the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases outlined its 
updated mpox research priorities to better support collective understanding and response. Meanwhile, 
DRC’s mpox vaccination campaign is expected to kick off on Oct. 1. 💥 Check Think Global Health’s 
vaccine tracker for weekly updates.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sept. 27 Issue 
It’s been an action-packed week at UNGA.  

●​ Mpox backdrop. The ongoing mpox outbreak was top of mind for many world leaders gathered in New 
York. U.S. President Joe Biden announced the country’s 1 million mpox vaccine doses and US$500 
million donation toward Africa’s mpox response while calling for pledge matches to reach US$1 billion. 
Yesterday, Africa CDC’s Dr. Jean Kaseya shared that more than US$800 million has been pledged to the 
mpox response. The Pandemic Fund shared that it will fast-track US$129.89 million for the mpox 
response in 10 African countries, including the hard hit Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi. The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria also approved Uganda’s US$850,683 reinvestment 
request to redirect funding towards mpox efforts. The announcements come as HICs continue to 
stockpile vaccines including the U.S.’ own US$63 million vaccine order, perpetuating an inequitable 
donation based system. Currently, some 4.3 million vaccines (the bulk from Japan) have been pledged 
to the response in Africa. Thursday, UNICEF announced a deal with Bavarian Nordic to secure 1 million 
mpox vaccines at the lowest market price, ensuring access to the vaccine for 77 LMICs. 

 

Oct. 3 Issue 
Mpox — pressing for equity. 

●​ Situation report. The WHO mpox dashboard (as of Sept. 29) shows 6,754 confirmed cases in Africa 
across 15 countries — an increase of 1,400 new laboratory confirmed cases in Africa since our Sept. 19 
Playbook edition. The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi — the epicenters of the 
outbreak — saw 211 and 289 more cases, respectively, in the same time period (Sept. 19-29). Suspected 
case counts are much higher; WHO estimates nearly 30,000 cases and 812 deaths across the continent 
in 2024. Africa CDC’s Dr. Jean Kaseya underscored that aside from the worrying increase in cases, 
mpox’s clade 1A and clade 1B are also co-circulating in the DRC and Cameroon, the outbreak may be 
accelerating antimicrobial resistance in Africa, and both clades appear to have reached Kinshasa — one 
of Africa’s biggest cities. Elsewhere, Guinea and India separately reported their first mpox cases — clade 
2 and clade 1b respectively . 
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●​ Response update. Vaccination campaigns started in eastern DRC and in Rwanda but major challenges 

remain, from the relatively small quantities of vaccines delivered to-date to limited  infrastructure 
supporting vaccine roll-out and lack of PPE. Africa CDC has emphasized that vaccines are one crucial 
aspect of response, but other gaps like diagnostic and lab capacity are hindering effective surveillance, 
testing, and isolation. Beyond the structural barriers, Africa Infodemic Response Alliance reports that 
stigma and misinformation also prevent the public from supporting a quicker response — a key 
component that the Center for Global Development’s (CGD) Orin Levine and colleagues identify for 
successful vaccination efforts. Meanwhile, Japan and the DRC finalized a three million dose mpox 
vaccine donation agreement on Sept. 18.  

●​ Leveling the playing field. Global voices continue to press for equity and urgent action at all levels and 
on all fronts, including the donation of stockpiled vaccines. As UNDP’s Mandeep Dhaliwal penned in a 
Devex Opinion, “History repeating itself is not inevitable, but a choice. We can execute an urgent and 
equitable response to mpox that is grounded in human rights and does not force countries to mortgage 
their futures.” Public Citizen published a report outlining Bavarian Nordic’s perpetuation of vaccine 
access inequities with practices such as charging  UNICEF US$10 more per dose than HICs. Public 
Citizen called on the manufacturer to publicly justify its pricing, disclose its costs, and take a “drastically 
different approach — one that is more public health-oriented and contributes to a coordinated global 
response.” The World Trade Organization’s Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala underscored the role intellectual 
property and regulatory barriers play in preventing vaccine access in her Project Syndicate piece. 
Winnie Byanyima echoed a similar message to big business in a New Lines interview. 💥 Curious about 
where we are in the pipeline for mpox tools in development? Check out the International Pandemic 
Preparedness Secretariat’s tracker of the Landscape of Therapeutics and Vaccine Clinical Trials and 
Recent Developments published on Day 45. 

●​ Leadership is key. University College London’s Ibrahim Abubakar joined African colleagues in calling on 
African leaders at the head of state level to spearhead the implementation of the joint Africa CDC and 
WHO Mpox Continental Preparedness and Response Plan for Africa and strengthen the multi-pronged 
aspects of outbreak response, including the Africa CDC’s role, research collaborations, manufacturing 
capacity, local responses, and more. “African leadership is pivotal… Historically, when African 
leadership has been empowered by national leaders and international partners, the continent has seen 
progress in managing health crises.”  
 

 
Oct. 10 Issue 
Mpox fight continues.  

●​ Situation report. The WHO mpox dashboard (as of Oct. 6) reports an increase of 770 confirmed cases 
in the past week, bringing the total to 7,524 confirmed cases and 32 deaths across 16 African countries 
in 2024. Ghana reported its first mpox cases, although the clade has not been shared. The latest WHO 
multi-country external situation report highlights the ongoing need for effective response among the 
most vulnerable populations as nearly a third of reported confirmed cases were found in camps for 
internally displaced people and 75% of cases are in children.  

●​ Vaccines progress. Mpox 
vaccination campaigns 
officially kicked off in the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) — the 
outbreak’s epicenter — on 
Oct. 5. The campaign 
started in eastern DRC’s 
North Kivu province and 
will expand through the 
most-affected provinces, 
targeting first health 
workers and frontline 
responders, close contacts of confirmed cases, and other at-risk groups. The DRC received 265,000 
doses of the MVA-BN vaccines so far, but more doses are needed as mpox continues to spread 
throughout the country and some studies suggest waning vaccine antibody responses within a year of 
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vaccination. Experts, including Africa CDC’s Dr. Nicaise Ndembi and Unicef’s Dr. Douglas Noble, 
underscored vaccinations' role as just one response tool, saying that vaccines alone are not “silver 
bullets.” To support vaccine rollout, WHO prepared various trainings, vaccine delivery system and 
infrastructure strengthening, and community engagement measures in advance of the campaign.  

●​ The broader response. In good news, WHO approved the first mpox diagnostic test for emergency use 
— which will improve access to rapid and reliable testing — and reaffirmed its guidance on the use and 
safety of mpox vaccines for high-risk groups. Meanwhile, countries are instituting public health 
messaging and targeted containment policies, such as Uganda’s new school guidelines to prevent mpox 
spread. The latest Africa Infodemic Response Alliance (AIRA) mpox report highlights the critical and 
ongoing need to support local actors to mitigate misinformation and the importance of elevating factual 
messaging via the media. This last week, the number of mpox-related articles decreased by 37%. 

●​ Actions needed! We applaud progress on a coordinated, multifaceted response, but action remains 
needed. 💥 Mpox vaccine pledges must quickly be turned into delivered vaccines and must get to 
arms. Support for a holistic mpox response must accelerate and needs to cover the development and 
roll out of affordable, accessible diagnostics and therapeutics as well as community-level interventions 
like WASH and public health messaging. And finally, transparency on roles, responsibilities, and 
bottlenecks in the coordinated continental and global response must increase.  

 
 

Oct. 17 Issue 
Mpox — “We cannot be complacent.” 

●​ Situation report. The WHO mpox dashboard (as of Oct. 16) reported 8,540 confirmed cases and 33 
deaths — over 1,000 new cases since last week — in 18 African countries. Zambia and Zimbabwe 
reported their first mpox cases (clade information is not yet available). 

●​ Mixed progress. The vaccine campaign rollout continues in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
With just 5% of pledged vaccines having reached Africa, many more vaccines are urgently needed to 
expand coverage as WHO’s Dr. Fiona Braka highlighted. The WHO approved the Bavarian Nordic mpox 
vaccine for adolescents 12-17 years old on Oct. 14, following the Oct. 8 Jynneos vaccine prequalification 
for adolescents. WHO also delivered thousands of tests and approved a second diagnostic test under 
Emergency Use Listing, which would critically expand testing rates. On the funding side, the EU 
announced an additional €20 million to support the Africa CDC and WHO mpox preparedness plan on 
Oct. 15. The U.K. similarly announced that it will unlock £9 million in ODA funds for mpox and Marburg 
response efforts.  

●​ “We cannot be complacent.” U.K. Minister of Development Anneliese Dodds underscored the 
precariousness of the mpox outbreak while calling for solidarity. “COVID has taught us that the world 
must act together to tackle infectious disease outbreaks at source, and keep us all safe.” 💥 PAN is also 
calling for action, laying out priority recommendations in a new tracker analysis resource, which will be 
updated regularly to reflect the latest insights and action backed by tracker data. 💥 Stay up-to-date! 
Bookmark Mpox Insights & Action: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers.  
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Oct. 24 Issue 
Mpox — “Not under control.” 

●​ Situation report. The Oct. 17 Africa CDC press briefing reported 3,051 new mpox cases and 50 deaths in 
the previous week adding to the over 8,100 confirmed cases and 1,100 deaths since Jan. 1. Suspected 
case counts are much higher. Ghana reported its second mpox case, and Uganda is working to control 
outbreaks in two prisons. Outside of Africa, Germany and Norway identified new mpox cases — clade 
1b and clade 2 respectively — on Oct. 22. The WHO mpox dashboard country-level figures have not 
been updated since Oct. 13. In the meantime, 💥 read and bookmark PAN’s Oct. 22 Mpox Insights & 
Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers, our one-stop-shop for mpox tracking analysis and policy 
recommendations.  

●​ Bumps in the vaccination rollout. Africa CDC’s Dr. Jean Kaseya underscored that the mpox situation is 
“not under control” as the disease continues to spread and response efforts are slower than expected. 
Despite pre-campaign public awareness efforts, the targeted areas in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) are reporting vaccine hesitancy, which may ultimately contribute to an extension of the 
10-day campaign. The Africa Infodemic Response Alliance’s weekly reports support on-the-ground 
findings and note growing skepticism and government distrust reinforcing vaccine hesitancy. Still, 
progress is being made in the DRC with over 20,000 people vaccinated in three provinces as of Oct. 17. 
Rwanda understandably halted vaccination efforts from Oct. 12-16 due to the concurrent Marburg 
outbreak; the campaign has since resumed. Africa CDC also noted during the briefing that Nigeria is 
expected to roll out vaccinations beginning Oct. 22.  

●​ No silver bullets. Africa CDC’s Nicaise Ndembi and Salim Abdool Karim underscore what we know — 
but often forget — during a response: vaccines are only part of the strategy. This is especially important 
in the light of the Uganda prison-based mpox outbreaks where non-vaccine interventions, such as 
WASH infrastructure, infection prevention and control, and more rapid identification and isolation of 
cases, could slow the spread of diseases. At the same time, the recent identification of drug-resistant 
mpox cases in U.S. underscores the need for continued R&D investments to ensure the world is as 
prepared as possible to respond to current and future outbreaks.  

●​ Action required! 
○​ 💥 Read and share our new PLOS Global Public Health article submitted in partnership with the 

Independent Panel, RANA, Spark Street, and other key opinion leaders and experts. While 
progress has been made to address the mpox emergency since article submission, much 
remains to be done as mpox continues to spread. Neglect is at the root of the mpox crisis and 
that neglect must be stopped in its tracks. 

○​ 💥 Read and share our latest priority recommendation based on analysis of current mpox 
trackers. 

 
 

Oct. 31 Issue 
Mpox — forward steps for the most vulnerable. 

●​ Situation report. The WHO mpox dashboard (as of Oct. 27) reported 10,702 confirmed cases — over 
2,100 new cases since the Oct. 16 update — and 36 deaths in 19 African countries this year. Mauritius 
confirmed its first mpox case (clade information is not yet available) on Oct. 26. Africa CDC’s Oct. 24 
press briefing highlighted that children under 15 account for 38% of confirmed cases as well as a 
troubling rise of concurrent measles cases in the same age group in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). WHO encouragingly shared that four member states — Cameroon, Gabon, Guinea, and South 
Africa — have not reported confirmed cases in the past six weeks; the countries are regarded to now be 
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in the outbreak’s control phase. The U.K. has now reported its first case of mpox (clade 1b) in a patient 
that had recently been on holiday in at least one of the affected countries in Africa and began to have 
symptoms after returning home. If you haven’t yet, 💥 read and bookmark PAN’s Mpox Insights & 
Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers (updated regularly), our one-stop-shop for mpox tracking 
analysis and policy recommendations.  

●​ Forward steps. The DRC — the outbreak’s epicenter — kicked off its second mpox vaccination stage, 
going beyond its first phase health worker target to reach people with high exposure risks. The WHO 
listed two additional mpox diagnostics under its Emergency Use Listing — one real-time PCR test 
capable of detecting clade 2 and another real-time PCR test capable of testing both clades 1 and 2. 
Bavarian Nordic’s clinical study to expand its mpox vaccine use to children began Oct. 29, an 
encouraging step as children are highly vulnerable and face critically limited access to vaccines. The 
WHO and partners also launched the Global Health Emergency Corps in its inaugural activation to 
support the outbreak response. Forward steps are also being made in our collective understanding of 
the mpox virus with Nature’s global genomic surveillance paper release, which sheds light on the virus’ 
evolution and circulation. 💥 Still, more needs to be done on all fronts — read and share our latest 
priority recommendation based on analysis of current mpox trackers. 

 

Nov. 14 Issue 
Mpox — still not under control.  

●​ Situation report. As of Nov. 13, 19 African countries reported 12,178 confirmed mpox cases this year. 
Africa CDC estimates that there are 2,500-3,000 new cases per week, leading Africa CDC’s Dr. Ngashi 
Ngongo to warn that “the situation is not yet under control.” However, there may be signs that 
infections have “plateaued” in the hard hit Democratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC) South Kivu province. 
WHO will convene an Emergency Committee meeting on Nov. 22 to assess the mpox outbreak’s PHEIC 
status.  

●​ “Full efforts of a global village.” The Access and Allocation Mechanism for mpox announced on Nov. 6 a 
899,000 vaccine dose allocation to nine of the hardest hit countries with the bulk of the doses heading 
to the DRC, where shortages are delaying vaccination campaigns in Kinshasa. While the allocation 
announcement is welcome, it will take the full effort of a global village to improve equitable access to 
vaccines. Africa CDC’s Dr. Jean Kaseya called on the new U.S. Trump administration to honor existing 
vaccine pledges and “fulfill their commitment.” To improve testing access, Africa CDC has endorsed the 
first locally-produced mpox test — a PCR test from Morocco. Additionally, according to PAN analysis, 
non-vaccine interventions must be strengthened to curb mpox’s spread in vulnerable communities and 
high-risk settings. 💥 Get the latest on the mpox situation, analysis, and policy recommendations in the 
PAN Insights & Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers, now including the Africa CDC tracker. 

 
 

Nov. 21 Issue 
Mpox — not slowing down. While some countries continue to report no new cases, mpox continues to 
spread throughout the continent as we near the 100-day mark since WHO’s designation of the outbreak as a 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). Notably, Uganda is experiencing a rise in cases, 
which have surged over 200% in the past six weeks. 💥 Get the latest figures, insights, and actions in the PAN 
Mpox Insights & Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers’ Nov. 19 update. Outside of Africa, the U.S. 
confirmed its first mpox clade I case in California on Nov. 15. The patient had recently traveled from East 
Africa and is showing signs of improvement while isolating at home. Separately, WHO granted Emergency  

Dec. 10 Issue 
Mpox — “Not out of the woods yet.” The continued mpox outbreak throughout Africa is facing persistent 
response challenges, especially in contact tracing, when infection prevention and control are critical. 
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However, there are glimmers of hope as the Africa CDC estimates a plateau of cases by December’s end with 
a general decline toward late March 2025. WHO’s Dr. Matshidiso Moeti acknowledged positive signs in the 
response while calling for continued vigilance, cautioning, “We are not out of the woods yet.” 💥 Get the 
latest in PAN’s Mpox Insights & Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers Dec. 3 Update.   

 

Jan. 9 Issue 
Mpox updates. WHO reports 17,104 cases in Africa as of Jan. 5, an increase of nearly 3,850 cases since 
mid-December 2024 due to continued outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, and Uganda. 
On the response side, Gavi announced that a shipment of 11,200 vaccine doses donated by the U.S. arrived in 
Nigeria on Dec. 20. Another 293,800 doses will be donated through Gavi with the rest of the pledged 1 
million doses expected later.     
  

 
Jan. 30 Issue 
Mpox — far from over. Despite hopes of a plateau, mpox remains a major public health challenge. WHO’s Jan. 
28 report confirmed the continued clade Ib monkeypox outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Burundi, and Uganda. Sierra Leone is the latest country to declare a public health emergency due to mpox. 
Internationally, travel-related cases have been reported in Germany, Belgium, China, France, Kosovo, 
Thailand, the U.K., the U.S., and now Azerbaijan. Vaccination efforts continue in Nigeria, DRC, Rwanda, and 
most recently in the Central African Republic. Uganda has also received 10,000 doses of the MVA-BN 
vaccine, supported by Africa CDC and HERA. While the U.K. government announced an investment of £5.5 
million to tackle mpox and drive research in Sub-Saharan Africa, more attention and support remains critical 
to truly stemming this health emergency. 💥 Get the latest figures, insights, and actions in the PAN Mpox 
Insights & Actions: Making Sense of Mpox Trackers’ Jan. 28 update. Correction: Our Jan. 9 issue reported an 
incorrect total increase in mpox cases; the correct figure is approximately 1,500 more cases from 
mid-December 2024 to early January 2025.  
 

Feb. 13 Issue 
Mpox in conflict. Mpox remains a major public health 
challenge with South Sudan being the latest country to 
declare an mpox outbreak and Zambia reporting an 
upward trend in cases. The Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) remains the epicenter of the ongoing 
outbreak and the recent conflict in Goma has impacted 
containment, testing, and treatment efforts. Africa CDC 
reports that 128 mpox patients fled from health facilities 
in Goma during fighting and could be spreading the 
infectious disease in the community. Overall, WHO 
points to the multiplied health risk in conflict, 
exacerbating potential spread of cholera, malaria, 
measles, meningitis, tuberculosis, and mpox. 
 

 
Feb. 27 Issue 
Mpox — still an emergency and response at risk. The third meeting of the WHO International Health 
Regulations Emergency Committee determined that mpox continues to be a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern (PHEIC). Likewise, Africa CDC reiterated in their briefing today that mpox continues to 
be a Public Health Emergency of Continental Security (PHECS). The decision was driven by the continued rise 
in cases, the outbreak’s spread to new countries — with the UAE being the latest to report a case of mpox 
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clade 1b — and the emergence of the more virulent 
clade 1a in DRC. Efforts to control the outbreak have 
been impacted by the freeze on U.S. aid, resulting in 
the loss of approximately US$7.5 million allotted for 
mpox outbreak response, along with the persistent 
conflict in Eastern Congo. Africa CDC reports that the 
conflict in the DRC has made a dire situation worse by 
increasing the potential for mpox to spread, straining 
healthcare access, and causing disruption to reporting 
and transportation of samples from suspected cases 
of mpox to labs for testing. To date, more than 
700,000 doses of the mpox vaccine have been 
distributed to eight African countries and vaccination 
efforts are ongoing in five countries — DRC, Central 
African Republic, Uganda, Rwanda, and Nigeria. 💥 
Building on the lessons from the mpox response thus 
far, RANA, PAN, and more than 20 partners sent a 
letter to Africa CDC leadership, calling for 
strengthened collaboration to support health security. 
 

March 13 Issue 
Conflicted mpox response. The ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) continues to 
disrupt mpox outbreak response. Africa CDC reports that 605 patients fled treatment centres due to the 
conflict, with over 150 severe cases returning for care. The crisis, along with the ongoing U.S. government 
funding freeze, has also affected sample transportation and caused the DRC’s mpox testing rate to plummet 
to 17%, making it difficult to ascertain the scope of the outbreak. The situation is further complicated by a new 
clade 1a mutation, which raises concerns about increased transmissibility. Beyond the DRC, the outbreak is 
prompting growing concern and uncertainty in Zambia, South Sudan, and Uganda, where cases continue to 
rise and misconceptions about the disease are widespread due to “scattered and imprecise” public health 
communications. Tanzania has reported its first mpox outbreak, South Africa reported three new mpox cases 
after more than 90 days without any new case, while Burundi has made significant progress, seeing a 95% 
drop in cases since a peak in Oct. 2024. 
 

 
March 27 Issue 
Mpox — “still a major emergency.” Mpox continues to be a major public health challenge, with 17 African 
countries actively reporting new cases. Although confirmed cases have decreased in recent weeks, Africa 
CDC attributes this to limited testing coverage, especially in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where 
the current conflict continues to hinder surveillance and testing efforts. Uganda has now surpassed the DRC 
in new mpox infections — accounting for 40% of Africa's reported cases over the past weeks and more 
deaths among confirmed cases, raising ongoing concerns about the severity of the outbreak. More vaccines 
are rolling out to highly affected countries. Sierra Leone launched their vaccine campaign today, and 
vaccination has resumed in Uganda, Rwanda, and the Central African Republic. WHO and Africa CDC have 
finalised the second joint mpox continental response plan, calling for $429,595,970 to strengthen response 
efforts on the continent for the next six months. 
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Conclusion 
​
More than six months after the mpox outbreak was declared a PHEIC and PHECS, Africa and the global 
community face a decisive crossroads: the outbreak will either persist with underfunded and fragmented 
response, prolonging the crisis, or leaders will reaffirm and strengthen their commitment to a unified, 
well-resourced response to bring it under control. The choices made now — whether in financing, research, or 
community engagement — will shape the outcome of this mpox outbreak as well as Africa’s ability to prevent 
and respond to future health crises. 
 
Looking ahead, African and global communities cannot afford complacency. Mpox demands renewed and 
sustained commitment, collaboration, and decisive action to close new and existing gaps in the response and 
bring the outbreak to a manageable endpoint. Increasing sustainable financing, investments in non-vaccine 
interventions, transparency and information-sharing and a bigger commitment to R&D for emerging infectious 
diseases will all be crucial to combating mpox and creating the conditions for pandemic prevention.  
 
As sparks of other infectious diseases threaten to start new outbreak wildfires in Africa, it is time to recommit 
energy and resources to end the mpox outbreak, and put this fire out.  
 
In an era in which political will to tackle epidemics and pandemics is often lacking, we need to redouble our 
efforts for increased action on mpox from national, regional, and global leaders. 
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